SUMMARY OF PLAN FOR A CITIZENS' INITIATIVES AMENDMENT TO 1
IMPROVE CONGRESS AND CHECK ITS EXCESSES oo

The entire plan is available at http://www.InitiativesAmendment.org. g

Voting for congressional candidates is no longer an effective power of the people because too
many candidates and congresspersons owe their allegiances to special interests .

Instead, the people must check congressional excesses using their only other
practical power ? nationwide Init iatives made immune from special interests.

This plan is a reference explaining why and how to implement nationwide Initiatives.
)y £ #1171 COAOO6 Al A OAdort gehrAad © deOEQAALT dke a firstiste® h
call now or visit your state leqislator to urge support for an __Initiatives Amendment Bill

1. Influence over Congress by special interegias becomeexcessive greatly harmingthe people. Our federal government
promotesspecial interests over the people's wbking. As a result, each year our federal government squanders at#8&6tbillionof
the people's wealth over $4,000 per year from a family of foloral decayin our highest elected officials permeates governance a
the business elite.

Ideally, the people can elect representatives who will solve the problems. Unfortunately, special interests already inéunelidates
long before the people vote. Our constitutional checks and balances cannot restrain the impact of media's enormoux disst
extremely persuasive technologies. Huge campaign spending by special interests translates intopalmastent reelectionof their
chosen candidates. Inevitably, those elected hatbdigations to their contributorsCongress will not resolve these problefmscause
solutions are contrary to the personal interests of a majority of iemmbers. Voters may change political leadership, but improveme
are temporary because underlying causes remain uncharg@dence showthat these syemic problems continue to grow.

The solutionmust lie in improved checks and balances rather than in the hope that a preponderance of congresspersoresomameoy
their human nature. This plan follows the constitutional remedy prescribed bytunding Fatherdn essence, it is an improved versic
of the ballot initiative saltion that the people used over 100 years ago to limit State governments' domination by big busirgsatly
improved nationwide initiative proces hasample safeguardensuring that special interests carever gain contrglthat ballot iniiatives
will beimportant andclear, and that Initiativeseceiveextensive public feedbadbefore they get onto the ballot.

2. Only the people can protect againstcongressional excesses and deficienci¢tistory proves that Congress cannot do |
Constiutional separation of powers bars such control by the President, JudiciaiStaies A commission of appointed or electe:
members cannot have this per because it is constitutionally unqualified and because members are opematdpulation both by
special interests and by Congress.

Politics $ about power. Because congressionsneuversand special interests largely nullify their votes, the people have very li
federal power. Nationwide ifzens'Initiativesare theonly wayfor the people to gain significant power &t things right. Initiatives are
necessary not because the people have a perverse desire to exercisegibkative function directlybut because they have profad
convictions that Congress has ceased to be responsive to the popular will and that Congress has no innate ability teakfdrne igoal
is longterm improvement of representative governmannot undermining it. Equivalent conditions existed in meBtate Legislatures
prior to 1918 when tensof-millions of citizens helped to include direct democracy in twesikystate constitutions.

An Initiatives solutiors entirely consistent with the Founding Fathers' views. For example:

"Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, -

dThat whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the
People to alter or to abolish it @ PC=EEECIEEIEERR )

"Every govern ment degenerates when trusted to the rulers of the people alone. The people themselves
are its only safe depositories." (TR AR, S )

"All power is originally in the People and should be exercised by them in person, if that could be done
with convenience, or even with little difficulty. D (U, SR )

"The basis of our political systems is the right of the people to make and to alter their constitutions of
g overn méGﬁrgtWa.shinéon,FareweIIAddress, 1796 )

Most U.S. Citizens are familiar with initiativeabout 70 percentof the people can vote on initiatives digir state or local election$o0lls
constantly show that voters overwhelmingdypport nationwide Initiatives by abodhree to one By their use of initiatives B4 states
and atlocal leveldor over 100 yess, the people have demonstrated that they are competent to exercise this power.
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At a national levelswitzerlandhas usedhationwide initiativessince 1891. Switzerland modeled its constitution on the U.S. constitut
with a direct democracy overlay. Despite many early political doubters of the people's competence, the people have desdor
exceptional judgment. Sas initiatives have never caused a crisis and have several times helped defusef°tHi&d8 % a far better
record than most representative lawmakjn Starting as a poor mountainous nation with few natural resources and no seap
Switzerland has thrived to become a tognked economic, democratic, and stable nation.

The Founding Fathers in 1787 avoided mentioning any fordirett democracyn the Constitutiorbecause they believed that the entire
electorate had to meet in one plafé=°"Mad=o By 1920 state initiatives had proved that this constraint is unnecessary.

Initiatives are not a panacea for all that ails this nation. Expectations must be realistic. Nevertheless, they will spleerreatproblems
andfuture problems as they aris€umulatively, Initiatives will have a major impact on ouiares success and a huge cdmnefit to the

people.

3. An independent Citizens' Assembly must manage the nationwic
Initiatives qualification process Special interests can always find a way
influenceany organizatiorwith elected, appointed, or hereditary persons i
its hierarchy. Therefore, the Citizens' Assembly must be drawn from
people by sortition (i.e., random selection). Thus, it is thamost exact
transcript of the whole societygought by the Founding Fathef&nes Wison 1787

A deliberative Citizens' Assembly is a far better method thiemature
petitionsfor nations and large states. The Assembly will be more tamper pr $
than a Federal Grand Jurgnd virtually immune fromspecial interests'
influence It costs less than signature petitions. It permits citizelegdbackon
proposed initiatives for many months before the Assembly makes the deci:
whether to qualify them or not. It operates completely independent (&
government. It ensures that ballot initiatives aireportant, well constructed
and thoroughly vettedBecause the Assembly is a single organization, it
rank the proposed Initiatives and select only enough that theyalooverload
the electorate It offers independent majority and minority opinions on th
Initiatives.
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B.C. Citizens' Assembly in 2004
Photo by Stuart Davis/#5955
by kind permission ofhe Vancouver Sun

Outline of the Operation of a U.S. Citizens' Assembly

Citizens Propose Initiatives

Small groups of Citizens and qualified U.S. organizations will write the proposed
initiatives. Small groups tend to be more creative than large groups. Some examples are

a blue ribbon panel, a study group, a self-selected team of the nation's best minds, a |
nonprofit organization, or any group of 25 ordinary citizens. They propose Initiatives for €
federal legislation and constitutional amendments by publishing them in a specific
newspaper, category, and day of the week. To control a flood of Initiatives, an initial fee

of $10,000 will reduce over time. A Citizen may propose one Initiative every two years. A
blog shows some examples.

E é

Citizens' Initiatives Assembly Qualifies Initiatives

The Assembly consists of 480 randomly selected Citizens (an accurate cross-section of all
Citizens eligible to vote). It does what a large group does welld it deliberates and ranks the
proposed Initiatives and chooses the best after a process of deliberation, elimination, expert
help, feedback, etc. The Assembly may suggest corrections and/or improvements to the
Authors and the Authors may re-propose their Initiative.

The Assembly will be independent from government, controlled by the People through
Initiatives, protected to a higher degree than a Federal Grand Jury, extremely safe from
tampering or media exploitation.

The final selection will be from Initiatives that have passed all the safeguards and will not
overburden the Voters. At each general election, a maximum of twelve qualified Initiatives will
go on the ballot as Candidate Direct Initiatives.

E

Citizens Vote on Initiatives

Citizens Provide On-Line Feedback

All proposed Initiatives, modifications and comments will
be available and searchable on-line from the Assembly's
web site in the form of web blogs or successor
technologies. By publication or after registering a valid
Internet ID, U.S. Citizens' and qualified U.S.
organizations will improve Initiatives by providing
feedback on proposed Initiatives, participating in opinion
polls, etc.

Congress

In addition, the Assembly may submit up to twelve
Candidate Indirect Initiatives to Congress over each
two-year period. Congress may modify them, may
or may not pass them, and they are subject to

. | Presidential veto. Indirect Initiatives are appropriate

€ when the Authors believe that Congress will
support them, thereby saving the nationwide
Electorate much time and effort. If Congress or the
President decides not to take appropriate action,
the Initiative can still go on the ballot as a Direct
Initiative.

The people make the actual decision to approve or reject each candidate Initiative by voting at general elections. If passed, they become law that neither
Congress nor the President can overrule.
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This plan provides a constitutionAimendmentprocess for creating and sustaining the independent Citizens' AssemblyAsEeenbly's
costswill be less than $100 million per yealess than 50¢ per citizen, 1/{®f the cost of nationwide signature petitions, 1/8@f the
cost of running Congress, and 1/3,806f the cost of government squaer.

Deliberative Citizens' Assemblies have a confirpexvenance
The first continuous use started abo®94 BCEn ancien
Athens, where they called it theBbuleé' or "Council of 500
This form of government lasted almostO@ vyears
encompassing the "Golden Age of Athens," which is
foundation of our western civilization and democracy.

There isno doubt of an Assembly's capabilities do the job
Neverthekss, shortly after the firsstate applicationis made tc
Congress and momentum for change builds, and long b
the Constitutional Amendment process reaches Aricle V
Convention it will be sensible that one or moiaitiative states
or citiesshould replace thie signature petitions with &itizens
initiatives assembly This will update details from curre

The Electorate (Ecclesia) gathered near the Agora on the Pnyx hill to vote on Initiatives ~ €Xperience, manage expectations, and provide iaafutable
(Probouleuma or Agenda) set by the Citizens' Assembly (Boule or Council of 500) ;
Photo courtesy of Adam Carr via Wikipedia under GNU License demonstrationfor any doubters.

The literature often refers to This Plan's Style of Citizens' Assembly B.C. Style Citizens' Assembly
Citizens' Assemblies as is Independent of government Quasigovernmentalbrganization
there were only one formin  gyqget approvedy thepeople Budget defined by government
fact, there are many. The B.C i i
Mandate definedby the People Mandate defined by the government

style Citizens' Assembly is
recent example. The table Meets in perpguity with staggered terms Meets for a term defined by government

shows the differences between Enableshecks and balances on government =~ Government controls its scope
it and the Citizens' Assembly ¢

this plan. Drawn from all Citizenaligible to vote Drawn only fronregistered voters
As in a jury, thosselected must serveo ensure ~ Only those who ask or axeilling need serve
immunity from special interest influence Could beinfluenced by special interests
Assembly managethe initiative process Government manages the referendum process
The People creatthe proposed initiatives The Assemblyreates the proposed referendum

4. Anticipating federal excesses, the Founding Fathers built a remedy into the U.S. Constitiitiair. wording ofArticle Vexplicitly
grants the States #necessary constitutional power to curb federal excesses by use séttnd methodf amending the Constitution
i.e., anArticle V Convention

While seeking state support for the new Constitution, the Founding Fathers explained this remedy as follows:

"persons delegated to the administration of the [federal] government will always be disinclined to yield

up any portion of the authority of which they were once possessed. 7 CEEETEED LS )
"We may safely rely on the disposition of the State legislatures to erect barriers against the
encroachments of the [fe deral government] o CEETE GRS )

"[The Constitution] equally enables the [Congress] and the State governments to originate the
ame n d me nl tJarrésMadison, 1788)

"The words of [Article V] are peremptory. The Congress 'shall call a convention.' Nothing in this
particular is left to the discretion of [Congress] o CEETE RIS )

The Constitution and the intentions of the Founding Fathers are united and clear. The people hagadtititional rightand the States
have theconstitutional power and dutyo alter a Government that harms the peoplen& the problems will onlworsen procrastination
increases thelangers we must check congressional excesses and deficiencies otherwise we almmddmerican Drearthat isalready
slipping away
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